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both the natural vegetation and agricultural practice. Almost
the whole of the land lying to the north of the main Caucasian
ranges supports a steppe vegetation, with woods and forests
only near the rivers and along the slopes of the mountains

FIG, 49.  THE PRE-CAUCASUS REGION
and foothills, where the higher land enjoys an increased
precipitation.
In the west, however, there are fertile black soils, while the
climate is relatively damp, and the winters, in particular, are
mild. Above the dark green of the thickly forested mountain
slopes, rise majestic snow-capped peaks. Below the forests vast
golden fields of maize and wheat stretch across miles of flat and
rolling country to the horizon. More than 15 per cent, of the
total area under crops is found in huge state farms. The low-
lying open nature of the country favours the development of
large-scale mechanized farming (see p. 225).
The main crops are spring wheat in the north, near the